Effect of human chorionic gonadotrophin on phagocytic activity and proliferative capacity of rat peritoneal macrophages in culture.
Human chorionic gonadotrophic hormone (hCG) decreased phagocytosis of rat peritoneal macrophages in culture and also inhibited their capacity to be stimulated by an inflammatory exudate. Both effects were related to the concentration used. These experimental results suggest that elevated levels of hCG may play a role in the prevention of the rejection of the foetal allograft by the maternal host.